
District Councillor's Report July 2021 to Parish Councils     03/07/21 
(Cllr. Diana Garrod - Bumpstead Ward) 
 
Temporary Road Traffic Orders 
Intended road closures:- 
 

Mill Road, Church Hill, Helions Bumpstead, due to commence on 6th July 2021 for 15 days 
while County Broadband Ltd undertakes to allow safe working with the carriageway. 
Water Lane, Helions Bumpstead, due to commence on 20th July 2021 for 8 days while County  
Broadband Ltd undertakes superfast fibre optic broadband installation. 
Sages End Road, Helions Bumpstead due to commence on 27th July 2021 for 14 days while County  
Broadband Ltd undertakes superfast fibre optic broadband installation. 
Birdbrook Road, Birdbrook due to commence on 31st August 2021 for 3 days whilst Essex County 
Council undertakes carriageway patching. 
Haverhill Road, Wiggins Green, Copy Hill due to commence on 9th September 2021 for 21 days 
while County Broadband Ltd undertakes superfast fibre optic broadband installation. 

 
Additional Restrictions Grant Scheme opens on Monday 5th July 2021 
Braintree District Council has been allocated £1.15 million to help businesses impacted by the recent 
extension in the Covid -19 restrictions. This discretionary scheme seeks to help businesses in certain 
sectors who have had their trade severely impacted by the extension of COVID-19 restrictions, regardless 
of whether they pay business rates or not. Businesses must have relatively high on-going fixed costs and 
fall within the weddings, events and/or international travel sectors to be eligible. Grants up to £5,000 will 
be awarded based on the size of the business. Businesses will be able to check their eligibility on the BDC 
website when the scheme opens on Monday, 5 July. The window for applications will be open for a week. 
As funds are limited, applications will be assessed and prioritised according to the type of business and the 
level of on-going fixed costs. Once this allocation is spent, we will not be able to offer another round of 
grants unless additional funding is released by the Government. 
 
Covid-19 Public Health Essex Briefing as at 01/07/21 
Key points this week are: 

 Covid case rates are now rising (in the words of the Director of Public Health) exponentially across 

the county.  Having been 23 per 100,000 two weeks ago, they are now 67, and projected to pass 

100 next week;  

 The growth is overwhelmingly in age band 11-39; 

 However, the rise in Covid hospital occupancy is very modest; 

 There have again been no Covid hospital fatalities; 

 First vaccinations across the county of Essex have now passed one million and the NHS have been 

asked to give us a plan to catch-up in the lower-performance districts. 
 

Braintree District’s Local Plan Section 2 
Council’s Full Council unanimously agreed to adopt the Strategic Section 1 Local Plan in February 2021. It 
shares Section 1 with Tendring District and Colchester Borough Council. Section 2 is the council’s individual 
plan, which contains local policies and allocations.  The Local Plan Section 2 hearing sessions will take place 
between Tuesday 6 July 2021 and Thursday 15 July 2021. The plan is being examined by Jameson 
Bridgwater and Anne Jordan. The hearings will be held virtually but residents will be able to watch online 
via the council’s YouTube channel: www.braintree.gov.uk/youtube   The Inspectors will consider the 
soundness of the plan which went through consultation in summer 2016, and in its modified form, 
between 16 June and 28 July 2017. In examining the plan, the Inspectors will take into account the 
representations submitted in response to both of these rounds of consultation. The Inspectors will hear 
from a number of consultees over the seven days of hearings. The draft timetable for the hearings along 
with other correspondence from the Inspectors can be found on BDC’s website. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA3MDEuNDI2NjIyMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5icmFpbnRyZWUuZ292LnVrL25ld3MvYXJ0aWNsZS8zMDEvY291bmNpbC1hZG9wdHMtZmlyc3QtcGFydC1vZi1pdHMtbmV3LWxvY2FsLXBsYW4_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.QOuAlwBnmQUtgWUIXnJJAcjmCPTKbRZMuw6VqOeLddc/s/1014990678/br/108687941386-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA3MDEuNDI2NjIyMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmJyYWludHJlZS5nb3YudWsveW91dHViZT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.iHQL202mnVZSpiFQkT8kEPDUatMYY5nTDWFQC8gyOoo/s/1014990678/br/108687941386-l


 
Specialist Developer Selected to Deliver the Hedingham Medical Centre 
OneMedical Group, a company which specialises in the creation of health care properties, have won a bid 
to develop the centre after a tender process. A plot of land on Osier Way was safeguarded for the 
development of a health centre when Bloor Homes were granted planning permission to build homes on 
the old Premdor site. The Council, together with NHS Mid Essex Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), 
identified this land as an opportunity for investment and have been looking at the best way of bringing a 
medical centre forward on the site to replace the three GP surgeries local to the area, all run by the 
Hedingham Medical Centre. After evaluating the options, the Council, Mid Essex CCG and the Hedingham 
Medical Centre, have agreed that OneMedical Group – a specialist in the development of health care 
properties – should take the project forward and on to the next stage. The Council is now looking to 
transfer the land to OneMedical Group for it to proceed with the scheme on behalf of Mid Essex CCG and 
the GP surgeries. OneMedical Group will invest in the build and development of the facility and will own 
and manage it once it is complete.  
  
Once built, the medical centre will have the capacity to serve about 10,000 patients from Sible and Castle 
Hedingham and the surrounding villages.  Subject to planning approval, work is expected to start at the site 
early next year.  
 
Local Crime 
Between 24th and 25th June.  Theft from a motor vehicle in Steeple Bumpstead. Suspects unknown have 
removed front and rear number plates from the victims vehicle by unscrewing the back and forcing the 
front. 
 
Between 2nd and 3rd June.  Burglary; Business & Community; Steeple Bumpstead.  Suspects unidentified 
have accessed the barn at the location and removed a new battery from a tractor by unknown means. 
 
BDC Customer Service Excellence  
Braintree District Council has been awarded the prestigious Customer Service Excellence Standard for the 
sixth year, a nationally recognised and designed to drive customer-focused change. The assessor 
applauded Braintree District Council for its approach to the COVID-19 pandemic and the work to ensure 
services continued to be delivered and meet the needs of its customers, with high customer satisfaction 
rates. The assessor found that the council is fully compliant with the Customer Service Excellence Standard 
and it can also demonstrate compliance plus in 7 areas, applauding strengths in partnership working, 
communication with residents and businesses, commercial and business areas and organisation culture. 
Cllr John McKee, Cabinet Member with responsibility for Customer Services, said: “Our residents and 
businesses are at the heart of all we do so I am thrilled we have been recognised for this. Taking time to 
understand the needs of our residents helps us deliver better services that meet their needs. It is a 
testament to the hard work of our staff, management team and councillors during the pandemic that we 
have had such a positive assessment and have achieved the Customer Service Excellence Standard.” 
 
 
Cllr. Diana Garrod 
District Councillor - Bumpstead Ward 


