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STEEPLE BUMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL VIRTUAL MEETING     

ON Thursday 14th January 2021 at 7.30pm (by ZOOM video call)  

Minutes 

Chairman: Cllr Kerry Barnes (Chairman) 

Present: Cllr Girvan (Vice Chair), Cllr Westrope, Cllr Hill, Cllr Mackenzie, Cllr Borges, Cllr Rust & Cllr Irwin. 

In attendance: Cllr Diana Garrod, Cllr David Finch 

Parish Clerk: Julia Howard 

Members of the public: none 
 

20/136 Welcome and Apologies - Cllr Fellows sends apologies. 

20/137 Declarations of Interest - none 

20/138 Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated) – Cllr Mackenzie proposed to accept 

these as a true account, Cllr Borges Seconded, all were in agreement.  
20/139 Question Time – none 
20/140 District Councilor’s Report – see appendix 1. 

Cllr Garrod gave a brief update; Covid-19 tests are available from BDC and are available if you have no 
symptoms. There is no update on a vaccination sites as yet, but we will be updated ASAP, vaccinations 
across the County have commenced. There have been successful prosecutions of people littering out 
of their car – see report for mor information.  
Blois road will close for 4 days for patching work in from 1st February (subject to change if the weather 
prevents work) https://one.network/?tm=120195618network 

20/141 County Councilor’s Report – see PC website for the latest report. 
Figures show significant growth in COVID-19 infections in areas across the County (recently they were 
~2-300 /100k population and has risen quickly to ~1400/100k of the population) This is part of the 
reason for school closures, which should assist in reduction of COVID rates, particularly asymptomatic 
spread. Indeed, infection levels have started to flatten. Sadly, mortality rates are worrying and there 
are pressures on the NHS and morgues. In general, schools saw a lack of social distancing and a 
number of asymptomatic cases and with them closed, delivering to Key workers or via home 
schooling, we aim to achieve greater control over the virus. 
Vaccination hubs are still being developed, and these are able to cross the County border, which is 
particularly relevant in Steeple Bumpstead, as many use the GP service in Haverhill.  
Budget for ECC – this is a key budget setting time. There are a large number of people being 
furloughed and an increase in unemployment, impacting on ECC revenue/expenditure, with £12-18m 
reduction in Council Tax income. ECC are working hard to find increased effectiveness and efficiencies 
within the ‘in year’ and ‘next year’ budget.  

20/142 COVID–19 Update- local impact – See appendix 2. 
We have seen an increase of COVID infections, recorded for the area ‘Steeple Bumpstead – Great 
Yeldham’, reaching 40+ over the last few weeks, which is above average for the UK. Most of us 
know someone who has been affected by the virus.  
We have seen increased pressures on the NHS with a request for volunteers to assist with turning 
COVID patients in hospital wards, to help them fight the virus.  
Vaccinations have started. In Essex, as of 8/1/21 there are 3 hospital hubs, 20 GP hubs providing 
vaccinations and Bumpstead residents will start vaccinations from next week, when called.  
 
Steeple Bumpstead Neighbourhood Network (SBNN) of ‘Helping Hands’ is going strong, assisting 
residents who need help with prescriptions / groceries etc. There are 39 wonderful volunteers and 
to date, over 150 residents have been helped at least once, around 600 prescriptions have been 
collected and delivered, there have been articles in the Yellow Book and a social media platform 
set up.  
See appendix 2a for full details.  
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20/143 Census 21/3/21 – Census day is coming up. This will be the first year they are  

attempting to make it digital (paper versions will still be available).  
By law this must be completed.  

20/144 Tactical Intervention report – Essex County Fire & Rescue Service 
The fire & rescue service targeted Steeple Bumpstead due to being on the edge of their boundary, 
which means it takes longest to get assistance. By making sure everyone has working smoke 
detectors they can minimise damage caused by fire.  

Thanks to Cllr Girvan for making the toilets available in the Lecture Hall.  

Over the 2 days, 473 doors were knocked on (256 answered)  
140 smoke detectors were issued to the 76 properties who needed them. In addition, there were 5 
referrals made to other services.  

20/145 Open Spaces, Highways and Lighting - Street light on Bower Hall drive / Baker close has been 

reported to ECC. Update to SBPC lights at Haverhill rd / North Crescent, these 2 lights are awaiting 
replacement and have been on order since December.  

ITEM 1. Power disruption 19/1/21 (letters were sent to affected residents), due to poor 

weather, this has now been moved to 17th Feb, with the van being sited on 16th.  

ITEM 2. Christmas Tree Collections – Village hall 16/01/21 9.15-9.45am  

ITEM 3. Lay-by project outside the cemetery– a drawing / plan has been drawn up, this will be 

going to panel in March and so can be updated in April’s PC meeting.  

ITEM 4. Travel questionnaire – as mentioned by Cllr Garrod, this has been shared to the 

Councillors and will be put on Facebook and the PC Website.  

ITEM 5. Footpaths, Signs and Bridges – Cllr Rust provided a brief update. The bridge on the 

border of Helions Bumpstead, in need of repair, wood is sourced and Cllr Rust will get the repair done. 
Village signs and equipment- ECC Highways are coming on 8th March to show us how to replace the 
posts and signage – which will allow the PC to do the other posts around the village. There’s been a 
really good level of engagement from our contact at ECC.  Volunteers to help out are welcomed. 
Please contact Cllr Rust.  

ITEM 6. Camping Close – 9000 litres of bark will be ordered next week, delivery ASAP. The latest 

inspection showed 2 fence uprights and 1 slat which were very loose and in need of repair / 
replacement. Country Gardens have been asked to quote for this. Cllr Mackenzie will be marking the 
posts tomorrow. A mini group will be having a Zoom call on 21st Jan to look at the play area and in 
particular the CIF grant which Sophia is managing.  

20/146 Planning Applications / Decisions – Cllr Jon Borges 
20/02217/LBC - 15 Church Street, Steeple Bumpstead – no objection.  

20/147 

 

 

 

 

Finance and Administration 

ITEM 1. Precept – last month we reviewed the budget and considered the precept. We agreed on a 

budget for the future year and that we would not increase the Precept for 2021/22. The precept 
request was signed by the chairman in this virtual meeting  – clerk to submit Precept paperwork. 

ITEM 2. Clerks Report - (see appendix 3)–Cllr Hill proposed to accept the clerks report, Cllr 

Westrope seconded this, all voted unanimously in agreement. 
ITEM 3. Cleaning of the Moot Hall – the cleaner chose to resign yesterday. Therefore, the PC 

will look to advertise for someone to clean, once a week, under a formal contract, to clean for up to 
1hr per week. The Moot Hall charity can choose to appoint a cleaner themselves if preferred – to be 
agreed at a later date, in preparation for the use of the Moot Hall.  

ITEM 4. Yellow Book – deadline 15/1/21. Cllr Girvan is writing an article on behalf of the Parish 

Council. The Chairman has a number of litter pickers, hoops and bags and is happy to lend them out if 
anyone would like to borrow and do some litter picking.  

20/148 Information Sharing - Cllr Rust – working on website content plan and will be having a working 

group meeting before next month. Cllr Westrope – travelers parking in Saffron Walden, have been 
seen in the village looking at some grassy areas, please be vigilant. Cllr Girvan – none, Cllr Borges – The 
Weatherhead site, planning, has now gone to HM Court on non-determination, the inspector made a 
site visit 3 weeks ago, decision expected soon. Cllr Garrod – none. Cllr Irwin – None, Cllr Hill – None. 
Chairman – Unity Healthcare have been invited to attend our meeting next month (not responded as 
yet)  

20/149 Next Meeting – Thursday 11th February 2021, 7.30pm Zoom Call 
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20/150 Meeting Close - Meeting closed at 20.38. 

Actions:  

Action 1 20/145 ITEM4 – travel questionnaire link to be put on social media Chairman & Clerk 

Action 2 20/145 ITEM5 – proceed with repairs to the damaged foot bridge Cllr Rust 

Action 3 20/147 ITEM1 -  Submit signed precept paperwork Clerk 

Action 4 20/147 ITEM4 – Sophia to draft article for submission Cllr Girvan 

 

 

APPENDIX 1 – District Councillor's Report January 2021 to Parish Councils         
 06/01/21 (Cllr. Diana Garrod - Bumpstead Ward)   

COVID-19 Community Testing:  Getting a test if you have no symptoms  
From Wednesday 6th January 2021, Braintree District Council will be supporting the overall testing capacity by 

distributing testing kits from Causeway House, Bocking End, Braintree CM7 9HB.  The programme’s aim is to help 

prevent and reduce transmission in the community through increasing the testing capacity and giving people who are 

asymptomatic (someone who doesn’t have symptoms) an opportunity to be tested.  Around 1 in 3 people have 

coronavirus without symptoms so could be spreading the virus without knowing, so this testing is designed to identify 

these people and make sure they self-isolate.  Community testing means anyone can get a test and play their part in 

keeping others safe.  The Council is initially targeting 11 to 18 year olds and their families, however they won’t prevent 

others who live or work in the Braintree district from collecting tests.    

The test involves a swab from the nose and mouth, which is done by you at home, then will need to be dropped back off 

at Causeway House via the drop box. No physical interaction will be required when dropping off the test. They will then 

couriered to a lab from Monday to Thursday for analysis. Please be aware that the test cannot be carried out on site, and 

must be taken away to ensure that we can manage the process safely and support as many of our residents as possible. 

You do not need to book an appointment, just turn up Monday to Friday, 9am to 4pm.   Please follow the instructions 

within the test kit on how to register your test online and how to package once the test is done. Anyone who does not 

register will not receive their test results.  

For people who do not have access to the internet and want to get tested, a carer or family member in a support bubble is 

able to register on their behalf, visit a testing centre or call NHS111 to discuss what options are available to them. Please 

do not attend the site if you have any coronavirus symptoms or have been asked to isolate. If this is the case, refer to the 

advice on what to do if you have symptoms.  

Getting your results:  The tests are PCR tests, which need to be sent away to a laboratory for analysis. You should get 

results 2 days after the home test sample is collected, however due to the volume of tests this may take longer (up to 5 

days). Results will be by email and text to the number provided when registering the test online.  

Covid-19 Vaccinations  

On Wednesday 6th January, Leader of Braintree District Council, Cllr. Graham Butland wrote to the Executive Lead for 

Mid Essex NHS Trust to ask for information about future Vaccination Centres in Essex but I’m afraid I don’t have any 

information for residents at this time.  This will be conveyed to Parish Council’s at the earliest opportunity.   

New National Lockdown from 5th January 2021  

Coronavirus cases are rising rapidly across the country. To reduce the spread of the virus England has entered a national 

lockdown.    

What can and can't you do during lockdown?  

Detailed guidelines are available at www.gov.uk   

You must not leave, or be outside of your home except where necessary. You may leave the home to:  

• shop for basic necessities, for you or a vulnerable person  

• go to work, or provide voluntary or charitable services, if you cannot reasonably do so from home  

• exercise with your household (or support bubble) or one other person, this should be limited to once per day, 

and you should not travel outside your local area.  

• meet your support bubble or childcare bubble where necessary, but only if you are legally permitted to form one  

• seek medical assistance or avoid injury, illness or risk of harm (including domestic abuse)  

• attend education or childcare - for those eligible  

  

Colleges, primary and secondary schools will remain open only for vulnerable children and the children of critical 

workers. All other children will learn remotely until February half term. Early Years settings remain open. Higher 

Education provision will remain online until mid February for all except future critical worker courses. If you do leave 

home for a permitted reason, you should always stay local in the village, town, or part of the city where you live. You 

mailto:clerk@steeplebumpstead-pc.org
http://www.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..meZx6VhDPer5O_6mIwbhuE-SJsUTjB7AFocbVKT2V0U/s/772318973/br/92648728874-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..meZx6VhDPer5O_6mIwbhuE-SJsUTjB7AFocbVKT2V0U/s/772318973/br/92648728874-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..meZx6VhDPer5O_6mIwbhuE-SJsUTjB7AFocbVKT2V0U/s/772318973/br/92648728874-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..WgJUXJ4-4YEpMWZ_EiWqhwuFvz_ZO6Wne_MldFLqabI/s/772318973/br/92648728874-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..WgJUXJ4-4YEpMWZ_EiWqhwuFvz_ZO6Wne_MldFLqabI/s/772318973/br/92648728874-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..WgJUXJ4-4YEpMWZ_EiWqhwuFvz_ZO6Wne_MldFLqabI/s/772318973/br/92648728874-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDQuMzI3ODkxNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvY29yb25hdmlydXMtY292aWQtMTktbWFpbnRhaW5pbmctZWR1Y2F0aW9uYWwtcHJvdmlzaW9uL2d1aWRhbmNlLWZvci1zY2hvb2xzLWNvbGxlZ2VzLWFuZC1sb2NhbC1hdXRob3JpdGllcy1vbi1tYWludGFpbmluZy1lZHVjYXRpb25hbC1wcm92aXNpb24_dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX25hbWU9JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.SNfW3poDJNFhIQYDtKR9zvL8hCFVbT4FLGih4Zrr4Wg/s/976027012/br/92633988402-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDQuMzI3ODkxNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvY29yb25hdmlydXMtY292aWQtMTktbWFpbnRhaW5pbmctZWR1Y2F0aW9uYWwtcHJvdmlzaW9uL2d1aWRhbmNlLWZvci1zY2hvb2xzLWNvbGxlZ2VzLWFuZC1sb2NhbC1hdXRob3JpdGllcy1vbi1tYWludGFpbmluZy1lZHVjYXRpb25hbC1wcm92aXNpb24_dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX25hbWU9JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.SNfW3poDJNFhIQYDtKR9zvL8hCFVbT4FLGih4Zrr4Wg/s/976027012/br/92633988402-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDQuMzI3ODkxNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvY29yb25hdmlydXMtY292aWQtMTktbWFpbnRhaW5pbmctZWR1Y2F0aW9uYWwtcHJvdmlzaW9uL2d1aWRhbmNlLWZvci1zY2hvb2xzLWNvbGxlZ2VzLWFuZC1sb2NhbC1hdXRob3JpdGllcy1vbi1tYWludGFpbmluZy1lZHVjYXRpb25hbC1wcm92aXNpb24_dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX25hbWU9JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.SNfW3poDJNFhIQYDtKR9zvL8hCFVbT4FLGih4Zrr4Wg/s/976027012/br/92633988402-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

 

Mrs J Howard Clerk to the Parish Council  01787 237999    clerk@steeplebumpstead-pc.org 

may leave your local area for a legally permitted reason, such as for work. If you are clinically extremely vulnerable 

you should only go out for medical appointments, exercise or if it is essential.    

Meeting others  

You cannot leave your home to meet socially with anyone you do not live with or are not in a support bubble with (if you 

are legally permitted to form one). You may exercise on your own, with one other person, or with your household or 

support bubble. You should not meet other people you do not live with, or have formed a support bubble with, unless for 

a permitted reason. Stay 2 metres apart from anyone not in your household.   

Test and Trace Self-Isolation Payment  

If you are losing income and struggling to pay your bills after being asked to self-isolate by the NHS Test and Trace 

scheme, you may be eligible for a discretionary lump sum payment of £500.  Details about eligibility and the on-line 

application form are at www.braintree.gov.uk.   

Recycle your Christmas Tree  

Braintree District Council will be collecting Christmas trees from 9 locations (listed on website) throughout the district 

on the 16th January 2021.  Social distancing measures will be in place to protect both BDC staff and members of the 

public at collection points. You must remove all decorations before recycling the tree. Some local drop-off locations are:   

Steeple Bumpstead Village Hall, Finchingfield Road CB9 7EA – 9.15am – 9.45am  

The Old Council Yard, Hedingham Road, Gt Yeldham, CO9 4HS – 10.15am – 10.45am Playing field 

car park, High Street, Wethersfield, CM7 4EQ – 11.15am – 11.45am  

 Please note that BDC will treat Christmas trees left outside of the times below will be treated as fly-tipping.  You can 

also take Christmas trees to Essex County Council’s Recycling Centres or cut your tree up and put it in your Green 

Wheeled bin. BDC will empty this bin when the collection resumes in Spring 2021.  You must also make sure your tree 

fits within the bin with the lid shut. Alternatively, you can compost your Christmas tree at home by breaking it down into 

smaller pieces and putting it in your home compost bin.   

Essex County Council offer subsidised compost bins. To purchase a subsidised compost bin (see further details at 

www.loveessex.org)  

• You must live in statutory Essex (which doesn't include Southend and Thurrock).  

• Have the compost bin delivered to your Essex address  

• Choose between either a 220l or 330l sized compost bin  

• You can purchase two of the same size compost bins and will get a further 50% of the price of the second bin.  

The compost bins are made from recycled plastic and require no set-up. All you need to do is enter your Essex postcode 

and your discount will be automatically applied.    

Successful Prosecutions for Car Littering  

Braintree District Council are reminding drivers of the consequences of throwing litter out of the car. Two successful car 

littering prosecutions were secured in one day at Chelmsford Magistrates Court on Thursday 3rd December.  

Bircan Ay, aged 54 of Coggeshall Road, Braintree, was witnessed smoking in his licensed Hackney Carriage vehicle on 

the 3rd February 2020 and then littering the cigarette butt while travelling along Coggeshall Road, Braintree, contrary to 

the Health Act 2006 and the Environmental Protection Act 1990.  

Mr Ay pleaded guilty to the offences, was fined and ordered to pay costs which in total came to £282. Elliot Peacocke of 

Montfort Drive, Great Baddow, was witnessed depositing lots of waste from the passenger windows of his vehicle by a 

Braintree District Council Street Warden whilst travelling behind him along Hatfield Road, Witham to Hatfield Peverel 

on the 22nd October 2019. When the vehicle stopped, the Street Warden tried to deal with the offences however the 

occupants of the vehicle would not provide details. Mr Peacocke was identified as the owner of the vehicle and requested 

to provide the details of the offenders under the Environment Act 1995, but failed to comply. Mr Peacocke failed to 

attend court and the case was heard in his absence. He was found guilty, was fined and ordered to pay costs which in 

total came to £1,224.   

Residents can report any instances of fly-tipping, dumped rubbish or litter to us via www.braintree.gov.uk or by calling 

01376 552525.   

FYI:  Transport in East of England – Survey (Hosted by Suffolk County Council)  

Transport East is the Sub-national Transport Body for Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Southend-on-Sea and Thurrock and are 

currently developing an ambitious Transport Strategy for the East of England, with the aim of setting out a vision for a 

future of inclusive and sustainable transport over the next 30 years. Suffolk been involved in this work through day to 

day officer support, but they are keen to hear from all communities and their representatives as they progress this work. 

They would like you to take ten minutes to complete their survey and share the link with local people in your area so they 

can have their say too. The survey covers a range of topics about travel choices, the impact of COVID-19 and the 

priorities for transport in the region and will be open until 11.59pm on Sunday 17 January 2021. The results from the 

survey, along with direct feedback from their engagement with councils, businesses and community groups in the region, 

will help to ensure they have a clear direction of travel which aligns with the objectives of their partners and the public.  

The survey can be found at www.transporteastfeedback.org  

   

Cllr. Diana Garrod  

District Councillor - Bumpstead Ward  

APPENDIX 2 – Local Covid update 
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APPENDIX 2a – SBNN report. Steeple Bumpstead Neighbourhood Network 

Impact/outcomes summary, 12 March 2020 to 13 January 2021 

➢ 150+ residents helped at least once 

➢ 600 prescription deliveries 

➢ 39 street volunteer co-ordinators (31 current) helping with shopping, errands, relaying requests for 

prescriptions, friendly calls 

➢ 42 roads/areas 

➢ 12 prescription rota team volunteers (5 current, 3 cover), 54 permissions, 5-day service, 200+ journeys to 

Unity/Haverhill dispensaries, plus runs to take residents for treatment, 15-17 prescription bags per week 

➢ 3 focused WhatsApp groups for volunteers 

➢ 3 village leaflet drops, 15 village posters 

➢ 268 Facebook Group members, 590 information posts, 784 comments 

➢ Dedicated email and telephone line 

➢ Links with Steeple Bumpstead Parish Council, Braintree DC, Essex CC, Essex Coronavirus Action, Citizens’ 

Advice Bureau, St Mary’s Steeple Bumpstead, and many more  

➢ Grant funding support from Braintree District Council for IT and other projects 

➢ Publication of Network Guidelines and online Safeguarding training for volunteers 

➢ 4 Yellow Book articles, 3 newspaper articles 

Keep in touch with us: 

email: bumpsteadnetwork@gmail.com 

Facebook page  

Steeple Bumpstead Neighbourhood Network 

Our central telephone number is: 07704 447246 
Street Volunteer Co-ordinators are offered as a back-up in these complicated times and are not intended to replace your usual support 

network, friends or family. This initiative is fully supported by Steeple Bumpstead Parish Council. 

mailto:clerk@steeplebumpstead-pc.org

