
District Councillor's Report September 2020 to Steeple Bumpstead Parish Council 
(Cllr. Diana Garrod - Bumpstead Ward) 
 
Local Plan Update – Housing Projection Figures 
Residents across North Essex are being given the chance to have their say on the proposed changes to the 
joint parts of the local plans for Braintree, Colchester and Tendring made by the Planning Inspector. The 
Inspector recommended some key modifications to the proposals and people will be able to comment 
during a six week consultation running from 27/08/20 to 09/10/20. This consultation is only on the 
proposed main modifications. Any consultation on the NEA’s position on the impact of the Office for 
National Statistics: 2018-based household projections would be carried out during a separate process at 
the request of the Inspector.  To view and make comments:  www.braintree.gov.uk/NEAMMS1 
 
Cllr Gabrielle Spray, Cabinet Member for Planning at Braintree District Council said: “This is the final chance 
for the public to have their say on Section One of our Local Plan, and we welcome people’s comments on 
the Planning Inspector’s proposals”. 
 
Multi-Purpose Community Spaces 
The guidance for those managing community centres, village halls and other community facilities was 
updated recently to reflect changes to restrictions on permitted activities. As of 15 August, indoor 
performances to socially distanced audiences can take place, if in line with the performing arts guidance. 
Small wedding receptions (up to 30 people at a sit-down dinner) can now also take place. Guidance: 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-
facilities 
 
Business Grants Update 
More than 2,600 firms in the Braintree District have benefitted from over £30 million in business grants 
since the Government’s financial support measures began as a result of the coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis. 
Braintree District Council distributed the emergency grants from monies received from central 
Government to provide relief for businesses impacted by the pandemic. Grants ranging from £2,000 to 
£25,000 from three different grant schemes* have been issued to support businesses across a number of 
sectors over the past five months. 
 
Essex Police – Rural Engagement Team Tackle Hare Coursing 
The Rural Engagement Team have been out on patrol and responding to hare coursing incidents across the 
county. As the fields get harvested, they increasingly become targeted by those involved in the illegal 
sport.  In the last two weeks of August 32 incidents were reported to Essex Police and the team seized a 
number of vehicles, reported drivers for various traffic offences and reported several people for hare 
coursing with enquiries ongoing.  They have helped to rehome abandoned coursing dogs that were being 
mistreated and are working closely with landowners and local communities to help increase reporting. 

Specialist Counselling Service for Children & Young People 

A new service has launched to support children and young people aged 5-18 years (or up to 25 if in receipt 
of an Education, Health and Care Plan) in response to COVID-19 and an increase in demand for mental 
health support.  

The specialist early intervention service will support children and young people with emerging mental 
health issues living in Mid-Essex, Castle Point and Rochford and Southend. It can provide support with:  

 low level depression  
 anxiety  
 low mood 
 worries and concerns arising from Covid-19 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities


If you want to access this service for yourself or someone you know, you can call 01245 348 707 or email 
cypcounselling.kidsinspire@nhs.net 
 
Dedham Vale AONBs’ Sustainable Development Fund Recovery 
Grants NOW OPEN With a deadline of Monday 5 October 2020. Both Dedham Vale and Coast & Heaths 
have money to support nature and people recovery post lockdown. Full details and the application form 
areavailable:http://www.dedhamvalestourvalley.org/grants-and-funding/sustainable-development-
fund/https://www.suffolkcoastandheaths.org/managing/grants/sdf/ 
 
What do you think about an all-out ban on pavement parking across England? 
Department for Transport – Pavement Parking: Options for Change – Open Consultation 
This consultation started on 31/08/20 and runs until 22/11/20 
 
I thought I would include a wider issue which may be of interest to you. Baroness Vere of Norbiton; 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Transport says that pavement parking has been 
prohibited in London since 1974. While successive governments have recognised there is no perfect 
solution to this complex problem, she believes it is time to look again at this issue in detail. Following the 
DfT’s detailed review of pavement parking and the government’s response to the Transport Committee’s 
2019 report on pavement parking (published 12 March 2020) this consultation seeks your views on some 
options to help local authorities to tackle this problem. 
 
Details about the consultation and how to respond can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/managing-pavement-parking/pavement-parking-options-
for-change 
 
Essex County Council Notice 
(Footpath 10, Steeple Bumpstead) (Temporary Prohibition of Use) Order 2020  
Notice is hereby given that the Essex County Council intends, not less than seven days from the date of this 
notice, to make the above Order under section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984.  
Effect of the order: To temporarily close Footpath 10, Steeple Bumpstead in the District of Braintree, from 
its junction with North Street to its junction with Church Street.  The closure is scheduled to commence on 
08/09/2020 to 11/09/2020 or where appropriate signs are showing and weather permitting. The closure is 
required for the safety of the public and workforce while repairs to electrical cables are undertaken by 
UKPN.  The alternative route will be via Church Street, North Street and vice versa.  
The Order will come into effect on 08/09/2020 and may continue in force for 6 months or until the works 
have been completed, whichever is the earlier.  
Dated: 27/08/2020  
Essex County Council, Network Assurance  
Telephone: 0345 603 7631 Website: www.essex.gov.uk/highways 
 
 
Cllr. Diana Garrod 
District Councillor - Bumpstead Ward 
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